
INT. RACHEL'S DARKROOM - MORNING 

TOTAL DARKNESS -- Slowly an IMAGE APPEARS -- Floating in a pool of 

water.  It's a photo of a child's FEET.  Only the wrong shoe is on 

the wrong foot.  Suddenly, KNOCKING... 

 

    RACHEL 

  Hold on!  Don't let the light... 

 

 Jackie enters, leaving the door wide OPEN. 

 

    RACHEL 

  ...in. 

 

    JACKIE 

  I'm sorry.  Look, I'm not real 

  comfortable being here, but... 

 

    RACHEL 

  I don't recall inviting you. 

 

    JACKIE 

  I overhead what you told Annabelle. 

  The lie. 

 

    RACHEL 

  I have a snoop. 

 

    JACKIE 

  I didn't need you to take the blame 

  for me, I'm quite... 

 

    RACHEL 

   (simply) 

  I didn't do it for you.  Believe me. 

  She already hates me.  You've seen to 

  that. 

 

    JACKIE 

  You're not terribly good at taking 

  care of h... 

 

    RACHEL 

  I need practice. 

 

    JACKIE 

  Those are my children you're 

  practicing on.  They deserve first- 

  rate care.  Every minute.  Of every 

  night.  And every day. 

 

 More silence. 

 

    JACKIE 

  So why did y... 

 

    RACHEL 

  I did it for her. 

    RACHEL 



  Poor kid has to believe in someone. 

  Even if it's you. 

 

    JACKIE 

  I have an appointment this after- 

  noon.  I need someone to take them 

  to the park. 

 

    RACHEL 

  What?  And have Federal agents jump 

  out of the bushes with court orders? 

  How many years do you get in this 

  state for giving second-rate care to 

  minors? 

 

    JACKIE 

  However many.  It's not enough. 

 

    RACHEL 

  I'm already on thin ice.  Yesterday, 

  I actually thought my boss was going 

  to fire me. 

 

    JACKIE 

  Fine, forget it. Bandaids for cuts.  Bandaids for new 

  shoe blisters.  Packet of Wash n Dri's. 

  Kleenex.  Sugar free lollipops, potty 

  seat covers for public restrooms... 

 

    RACHEL 

  Why not just bring the whole toilet? 

 

    JACKIE 

  Ben likes to be read to.  Do you know 

  Dr. Seuss...? 

 

    RACHEL 

  Not personally. 

 

    JACKIE 

  Do you have a word limit you need to 

  hit every day or can I finish? 

 

    JACKIE 

  Here's their schedule for this after- 

  noon.  I'll meet you at the park at 

  five.  All I ask is that they're alive 

  when I get there. 

 

 A beat. 

    RACHEL 

   (dry) 

  Thank you. 

    JACKIE 

   (drier) 

  Thank you. 

 

 And walks out the door. 


