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 30.8.10 

 

                                                                       The Getaway 

                                                                         

 

                                                                        By Jude C-F 

 

A Cabin in the country, an hour out of the city.  

  

Nadia is in her late 30’s, Alex in his early 40’s 

Alex and Nadia have been married for 10 years and they have 3 children. They have 

left the children with his mother and come away to the country for Nadia’s best 

friend’s wedding. Nadia is the Matron of honour. 

 

Alex unlocks the door and Nadia enters the room first. They both look around the 

room. 

 

Nadia: (quoting pamphlet) ‘All our rooms are spacious and seductive.’ 

 

Alex: We’re not paying for it. 

 

Nadia: This weekend is going to cost them a bomb. 

 

Nadia moves around the whole room assessing it. She looks in the cupboard, then out 

the windows, then in the bathroom. Nadia puts her bag and pillow in front of the 

cupboard. She takes out tea bags and bread. She empties the complimentary tea into 

the bin and replaces it with her tea.  

 

Alex: Nadia? 

 

Nadia: We don’t know how long that’s been sitting there! 

 

Alex: They’re fine. 

 

Nadia: How would you know? 

 

Alex: It’s a waste. 

 

Nadia: It’s a waste if I make a cup of tea and it doesn’t taste nice. 

 

Alex: You don’t need to throw them out. 

 

Nadia: Do you need me to put your things away? 

 

Alex: No it’s fine I’ll do it. I’ll do it in a minute. 

 

Alex sits on the bed in the room takes out his phone and begins playing a game on it. 

Nadia picks up Alex’s bag and puts it on his knee… Alex does not look up. She takes 

bread and milk from her bag and puts it in the fridge. She takes a bag of fruit out, 



 2 

opens the cupboard, takes out a bowl, dusts it and puts the fruit in it. She puts it in the 

middle of the table, stands back and looks. 

 

She assesses the room again then moves directly to the bed. 

 

Nadia: Can you please get off the bed? I have to get rid of this disgusting thing. 

 

Alex gets up off the bed and Nadia rips off the cover.  

 

Alex: What’s wrong with it? 

 

Nadia: Do you know how many people have had sex on this? 

 

She rolls it up and puts it in the cupboard. She puts her own pillow on the bed. 

 

Alex: Do you? 

 

Nadia: More than 100. 

 

Alex: I find it odd that you are obsessing about who else has had sex on this bed. 

 

Nadia: They never wash these. Don’t you think about that? 

 

Alex: Not really. 

 

Nadia: I can’t stop thinking about it. 

 

Alex: Are you picturing what they look like, or the positions they where in? 

 

Nadia: No. I saw a program on it. 

 

Alex: About people who have sex on top of the bedcovers in hotel rooms? 

 

Nadia: They get to a hotel room and they can’t wait to do it. They don’t even take the 

cover off the bed first. 

 

Alex: Didn’t we used to do that? 

 

Nadia: Hotels never wash them and they have lots of different DNA on them. 

 

Alex: Maybe Ross and Ally are doing that right now? 

 

Nadia: That makes me feel sick. Get off the bed please. 

 

Alex: No they would probably have to replace the tea, and get their bread and fruit out 

first? 

 

Nadia: I doubt it. Can you call reception please? 

 

Alex: Yes, I can. 
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Nadia: Could you? 

 

Alex: Yes I can sort this out for you. 

 

Nadia stares at Alex for a moment. 

 

Alex dutifully picks up the house phone and dials. 

 

Alex: Hello this is Alex from cabin 12. Hi, how are you today… fantastic thank 

you… my wife is allergic to certain fabrics and I am wondering, you wouldn’t happen 

to have any doonas in your linen store? Fantastic, would you mind sending one over 

for me please? Thank you so much. Bye. 

 

Nadia returns to her bag and puts the rest of her things away. 

 

Alex: Sorted. 

 

Alex resumes the game on his phone . 

 

Nadia: Allergic? 

 

Alex: You are, in a way. 

 

Nadia sits on the bed. 

 

Nadia: I’m glad the other cabins aren’t too close. 

 

Alex: What do you mean? 

 

Nadia: I don’t want to be around people all weekend. 

 

Alex: We’ve come to a wedding and you are in the wedding party! 

 

Nadia: We don’t have to be with them all the time… 

 

Alex comes over to Nadia and put his hand on her back and rubs it gently. 

 

Alex: Would you like to try and have some time, just the two of us? 

 

Nadia: Yes, of course. I’ve really been looking forward to this weekend.  

 

Alex: Why don’t you sit and relax? 

 

Nadia: I can’t relax yet. 

 

Nadia goes to the bathroom. Alex chucks his bag down and takes his shoes off. He 

goes to close the bathroom door. 

 

Nadia (from the bathroom): It’s not a bad room.                           
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Alex: Its ok. Aside from the bed, and the tea. 

 

Alex goes to his bag and discreetly gets a present out. Nadia comes out of the 

bathroom. Alex puts the present under the pillow then turns and goes into the now 

vacant bathroom. 

 

Nadia: I reckon we’ll just be here to sleep anyway. Alli’s got so much planned for the 

weekend. 

 

Alex: I thought you just said we were going to have alone time? 

 

Nadia shuts the bathroom door. Goes to her bag and gets out a present and places it 

on the bed. 

 

Nadia: Ok, lets plan some time together. Well what do you wanna do? I reckon we’ve 

got about 45 mins till we have to be over at the restaurant. 

 

Nadia goes to her bag and gets out a notebook and paper and places it on the table. 

She sits at the table and begins to work. She goes back to the present and hides it 

under the bed. 

 

Alex: Beg your pardon? 

 

Nadia (Louder): We could just relax and talk. 

 

Alex: How long have we got before the dinner? 

 

Nadia: 45 minuts. 

 

Alex flings the bathroom door open. He stands in the doorway wearing only his 

underwear and a t-shirt. 

 

Alex:  What do you wanna do? 

 

Alex does his best sexy walk across to the bed. 

 

Nadia looks at him and goes back to her writing. 

 

Alex begins bouncing on the bed.  

 

Nadia looks at him, smiles then turns away. 

 

Alex: What could we do in 45mins? 

 

Nadia: Is your phone off? 

 

Alex: Yes. 

 

Nadia: I don’t think there’s time to actually do anything. 



 5 

 

Alex: You said let’s leave the kids at your mums and make it a dirty weekend. 

 

Nadia: I am the Matron of honour. I have a speech to write. 

 

Alex: I wish we didn’t have to go to the wedding at all. 

 

Nadia: Why? Don’t you want to go to the wedding? 

 

Alex: I wish we were here together with no other commitments. 

 

Nadia: I am so excited Alli’s finally getting married. Aren’t you? 

 

Alex: I guess. 

 

Nadia: I know she want’s what I have. 

 

Alex: What, A husband and three kids? Or great, big, sexy old me? 

 

(Nadia rolls her eyes at him) 

 

Nadia: If I finish the speech now I can relax. 

 

Alex: I think if we had sex you would relax. 

 

Nadia:  I want the speech to be fantastic and inspirational and funny and clever. 

 

Alex: You know how it is. You get a hotel room, you haven’t been alone with your 

wife for I dunno… 8 years. 

 

Nadia: Alex, I can’t just switch on and off. 

 

Alex: Forget it. 

 

Nadia:  Oh, don’t get upset. 

 

Alex: I’m not upset. 

 

Nadia: I love you so much, but I can’t just put myself into gear and go. 

 

Alex: Yep ok. 

 

Nadia: I just need a bit of breathing space. I’ve just walked away from three 

screaming children. 

 

Alex: They weren’t screaming.   

 

Nadia: You know what I would like? I would to have a conversation with you. I 

would like to talk to you.  
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Alex: We just spent an hour and a half alone in a car talking. 

 

Nadia: That’s it?  

 

Alex: Oh come on Nards! I think that’s fair… one and a half hours of conversation, 

four minutes of pure pleasure.  

 

Nadia: What a machine.  

 

Alex: I thought you might enjoy making love… 

 

Nadia: So bouncing on the bed in your undies is an invitation to make love? How 

romantic. 

 

Alex: Fine. He sits up and grabs his phone and makes a call. 

 

Nadia: Nice. So that conversation’s over I guess. Who are you calling? 

 

Alex: Mum. Then I will be free for more conversation. 

 

Nadia: Fine. 

 

Alex: I want to see how our screaming children are going. Maybe I’ll ask Mum about 

good conversation starters. 

 

Nadia: I love the way we go from talking about having sex, straight to your mum. 

 

Alex: I am checking that our children are still alive. 

 

Nadia: Don’t you trust her? 

 

Alex: No, not really. (He smiles) 

 

Nadia (Ignoring the joke): Then why did you leave them there? 

 

Alex: (On the phone to mother) It’s Alex here. (To Nadia) I believe it was your 

suggestion. (To mother) I am just calling to say we have arrived safely. 

 

Nadia: We didn’t fall asleep at the wheel. 

 

Alex: (on phone) The room’s great. Very comfortable. (Alex looks around the room 

as if for the first time.) Nards is great, she so relaxed. Yep, Alli will keep us busy. 

 

Nadia: Weren’t we just about to fuck each other’s brains out? 

 

Alex raises his eyebrows. 

 

Nadia: (prompting) Children?  
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Alex: (on phone) How are the kids? Can you put her on… hello baby. Terrific. Ok. 

We will… I will… Talk soon. You too. Here’s mum. 

 

He hands the phone to Nadia knowing she will want to say hello. 

 

Nadia: ...Hello baby. How are you? What are they doing? He’s in your bag. I love you 

too baby. Thankyou. Say hello to your sisters. Love you.(Passes the phone back to 

Alex, he hangs up.) 

  

Nadia: She said I hope you and Daddy have a lovely weekend together. 

 

Alex: They’re having a great time. 

 

Nadia: Maybe we should have brought them. 

 

Alex: No. 

 

Nadia: They would have loved this. 

 

Alex: No. 

 

Nadia: Yes. 

 

Alex: I think it’s great it’s just us for the weekend . 

 

Nadia: Really? 

 

Alex: Yes, of course. 

 

Nadia: I think it’s good too. I just want to be able to relax. 

 

Alex: We don’t have to have sex if you don’t want to. 

 

Nadia: That’s not really a dirty weekend is it? 

 

Alex: I don’t care. 

 

Nadia: Really? 

 

Alex: No. 

 

Nadia: That kinda makes me want to have sex. 

 

Alex: Whatever… 

 

Nadia: Don’t push it. 

 

Alex: What would make this a great weekend for you? 

 

Nadia: I want to feel close to you again. What would make it good for you? 
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Alex: I would like to have a moderate amount of sex…. I’ve got something for you.  

 

He reaches under the pillow and gets a present out and places it tenderly in to 

Nadia’s hands. 

 

Nadia: I have something for you too.  

 

She reaches under the bed and places the gift in Alex’s hands. They share a tender 

moment. They unwrap their presents. She sees that it is sexy lingerie. She feels 

immediately vulnerable. 

 

Nadia: Are you serious? 

 

Alex: Don’t you like it? 

 

Nadia: What were you doing in a lingerie shop? 

 

Alex: Looking for something for you. 

 

Nadia: When have I ever worn anything like that? 

 

Alex: Do you like it? 

 

Nadia:  Um, its lovely… ok, open your present. 

 

Alex opens it and begins to laugh… Nadia storms off to the bathroom. Alex waits and 

then comes to the door of the bathroom. 

 

Alex: Nards, I love it. 

 

Nadia: You don’t. 

 

Alex: What’s it for? 

 

Nadia: It’s a journal for writing your private thoughts in. 

 

Alex: Its great! It’s really thoughtfull.  

 

After a long moment, Nadia appears in the doorway of the bathroom in only undies 

and a t-shirt (or less clothing ). 

 

Nadia: Can we start again? 

 

Nadia and Alex move to the bed to indicate they are about to make love. 

 

End scene. 

 

Scene 2 
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Nadia and Alex have just finished having sex. Nadia gets up straight way and gets 

dressed.  

 

Alex: Why do you do that? 

 

Nadia: What? 

 

Alex: You get up and put your clothes on straight away. 

 

Nadia: No I don’t.  

 

Alex: Yes you do. 

 

Nadia: Do I? 

 

Alex: Why don’t you lie down beside me and enjoy the moment? 

 

Nadia: I did enjoy it. 

 

Alex: It feels like you’re rushing to the next thing. 

 

Nadia: We have a dinner to go to. 

 

Alex: I find it hard to relax with you fussing around. 

 

Nadia: Alex, I have a speech to write. 

 

Alex: Can’t you just lie down and relax? 

 

Nadia: No. It’s time to get ready. 

 

Alex: Did you do this when we first met? 

 

Nadia:  I was a very different person then. 

 

Alex: How? 

 

Nadia: I look completely different for a start. 

 

Alex: No you don’t. 

 

Nadia: I feel different. I am different. I’m so far away from the woman I was when we 

first met. 

 

Alex: I don’t see that. 

 

Nadia: I tried desperately to impress you. 

 

Alex: How did you try and impress me? 
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Nadia:  I tried to create the impression that I was totally at ease and calm. 

 

Alex:  But you’re not. 

 

Nadia: Yes Alex I know that. 

 

Alex: I don’t want to argue. I think its fair to ask why you can’t just lie here with me. 

You get up, put your clothes on, and go to your next task. 

 

Nadia: I do that all the time? 

 

Alex: Yes even when we are not going somewhere. 

 

Nadia: Oh God Alex! (sarcastically) I’m sorry for ruining your moment.  

 

Alex: So you don’t actually want to have a conversation then? 

 

Alex rolls over. He is done with the conversation. 

 

Nadia: And I don’t have a problem being naked. 

 

Alex: Why do you put your clothes on straight away? 

 

Nadia: I don’t. 

 

Alex: If I asked you to come back to bed and lie here naked, would you? 

 

Nadia: Is that what you want me to do? 

 

Alex: Could you? 

 

Nadia: Yes I could. 

 

Alex: Why don’t you then? 

 

Nadia: I don’t really want to now. 

 

Alex: You could, but you wont. What about what I want? 

 

Nadia: What do you want? 

 

Alex: I’m not asking for that much. 

 

Nadia: Well what do you want, what do you want Alex? 

 

Alex: I want you to take your fucking clothes off and get into fucking bed and lie here 

and have a fucking moment with me. Is that so hard? 

 

Nadia: I don’t want to be naked all the time. 
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Alex: With me? 

 

Nadia: With anyone. 

 

Alex: That must have been traumatic at the beginning of our relationship when you 

where trying to impress me. 

 

Nadia: You’re an asshole. 

 

Alex: That was sincere. 

 

Nadia: Don’t patronise me. You’re being an asshole.  

 

Alex: Why would you say that? 

 

Nadia: Because you were being an asshole. 

 

Alex: I was offering concern. 

 

Nadia: Do you honestly expect me to believe that you were being sincere? 

 

Alex: Of course. 

 

Nadia: I expose myself to you, and you make fun of me.  

 

Alex: You don’t expose yourself to me.  

 

Nadia: Stop! 

 

Alex: I’m not intentionally trying to hurt you. I love you. 

 

Nadia: Why would you apologise if you did nothing wrong? 

 

Alex: Because you’re upset. 

 

Nadia: How confusing for you. 

 

Alex: Yes it is. 

 

Nadia: What’s the problem? 

 

Alex: I don’t want to argue. I really want to know why you don’t ever want to stay in 

bed with me. 

 

Nadia: I am not arguing, I feel like you’re attacking me. 

Alex‘s phone tones. He picks it up looks at the screen and puts it back down. 

 

Nadia: Don’t answer that. 

 

Alex: I’m not going to. 
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Nadia: What do you think it means that I put my clothes on straight away? 

 

Alex: I think it means you’re avoiding me. 

 

Nadia: No Alex, it means I don’t like the feeling of having no clothes on. Never have.  

 

Alex: Here’s something to wear. 

 

He gets the lingerie and chucks it to her. 

 

Nadia storms off to the bathroom. Slams the door. After 60 secs Nadia bursts back 

into the room. 

 

Nadia: Alex you’re a dick! If you wanted to have a moment with me you could switch 

off your phone! I wouldn’t wear that, or get into bed with you if you paid me. You’ve 

ruined the moment… possibly the weekend. 

 

Alex: The whole weekend is ruined? 

 

Nadia: Possibly. 

 

Nadia goes to the kettle and begins to make a cup of tea. 

 

Alex: What if I did pay you? 

 

Nadia: Piss off! You need to get up. We have to get ready. 

 

Alex: It might be fun. 

 

Nadia: Pay me our money? 

 

Alex: It’s not really about the money. It’s a game. 

 

Nadia: The money we earn is our money for our family. 

 

Alex: You could spend it however you wanted. Guilt free. I wouldn’t say a word. 

 

Nadia. Ok, I’ll go to Bali for 2 weeks by myself. Thanks. 

 

Alex: Great so you’ll do it. 

 

Nadia: Alex, I feel like this is a very strange conversation. 

 

Alex: I couldn’t care less how you spent it if you did what I wanted. 

 

Nadia: We have sex already Alex. 

 

Alex: Not the kind of sex that I want. 

 



 13 

Nadia hands Alex a cup of tea. 

 

Nadia: What the hell does that mean? 

 

Alex: Well, we’ve just discovered that I would like you to lay naked beside me and 

you wont. 

 

Nadia: So you’re offering to pay me to lay naked beside you in bed. I do that without 

payment. Are you sure you don’t want something else Alex? 

 

Alex: You just point blank refused me. I am offering you money… like work. I give 

you money and you have tasks to fulfil. 

 

Nadia: That makes prostitution sound very easy. 

 

Alex: I imagine it is for some. 

 

Nadia: What if I don’t want to do what you ask?   

 

Alex: Your fired! And you don’t get paid. 

 

Nadia: That’s a bit uncharitable. 

 

Alex: Your choice. 

 

Nadia: But what if you ask me to do something that I’m not prepared to do? 

 

Alex: Sounds familiar. 

 

Nadia: I think I would rather not know and not give. 

 

Alex: Wow! 

 

Nadia: So you would feel comfortable knowing that I was only doing something 

motivated by money not because I wanted to do it? 

 

Alex: Yep, I reckon I would. 

 

Nadia: Wow. We are so different. 

 

Alex: I think that’s pretty obvious. 

 

Nadia: I don’t want to play this game anymore. 

 

Alex takes Nadia in his arms. She is reluctant. 

 

Alex: Nadia I don’t want to keep arguing with you. 

 

Nadia: What do you want? Do you want me to put on some sexy underwear and do as 

I am told? 
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Alex: No, I want to know why you don’t want to do it of your own free will. 

 

Nadia: I find it insulting that you would ask me to be something I am clearly not into. 

 

Alex: I find it sad that you wont do something, for me.  I need to offer my wife money 

to get her to do what, I want. 

 

Nadia: We have a pre-wedding dinner to go to. What a fine example of what they 

have to look forward to. 

 

Alex doesn’t answer. He stares into nothing. Nadia gets ready to go out. 

 

Alex: Did I do something outstandingly weird? 

 

Nadia: For God sake Alex! Why would you say that? You’ve just told me I don’t 

sexually satisfy you. Followed by, ‘can I pay you for sex’. 

 

Alex: I just want to find out what’s wrong with us. 

 

Nadia: There’s nothing wrong with me. 

 

End of Scene 2. Lights fade to black. 

 

 

Scene 3. 

 

Lights come up slowly on Alex and Nadia. Nadia wakes first she sits up and looks at 

Alex, after a moment she turns and looks at the clock beside the bed. She yells at Alex. 

 

Nadia: We’ve slept in! 

 

Alex and Nadia spring out of bed. They rush around trying to get ready. 

 

Nadia: How do I look? 

 

Alex: Beautiful. 

 

Nadia: So do you. 

 

Alex gets a message. He checks it, replies and puts the phone in his pocket. 

 

Nadia: Who is that? 

 

Alex: It’s the bride wondering where we are. 

 

Nadia: Their present’s in the bag. Tell her we will be ten minutes. I want to go over 

this speech. 
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Alex: The wedding’s not till the morning. Jesus Nadia, fuck the speech. Nobody cares 

about your speech. Lets just get out the door. 

 

Nadia: Don’t say ‘fuck the speech’. 

 

Alex: I’m just being honest. 

 

Nadia: I think people will care about my speech. 

 

Alex: Come on Nards. Don’t take it personally. 

 

Nadia: It is personal though. You are so careful with everyone else. You’re so 

charming to people. But I get ‘fuck the speech nobody cares about your speech’. 

 

Alex: But you get all of me. 

 

Nadia: I don’t know whether I can handle all of you. 

 

Alex: Aren’t you the one who says ‘I can handle the honesty it’s the truth that leaves 

me with no options’? 

 

Another message comes through on Alex’s phone. 

 

Nadia: Can you get the present, and wrap it Alex! 

 

Alex: What present? 

 

Nadia: The maid of honour present. 

 

Alex: What’s that? 

 

Nadia: How ‘bout I call it the ‘thank god you’re finally getting married’ present? 

 

She sits and reads over the speech then goes to the bag and gets out a Tivoli radio 

and hands it to him. He completes his SMS. 

 

Alex: No way! This is a bit over the top. 

 

Nadia: I want everything to be perfect. I take my role this weekend very seriously. 

 

Alex: Did we get stuff this good for our wedding? 

 

Nadia: Good or expensive?  

 

Alex: Either.   (another message comes through on his phone and he immediately 

responds.) 

 

Nadia: Jealous? Can you wrap it? 

 

Alex: What with? 
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Nadia: It’s all in the bag. 

 

Alex (trying to concentrate on SMS): Do we have to wrap it? There’s no time. 

 

Nadia: Yes, of course. Tell her we are on our way! 

 

Alex: Why, ‘of course’? 

 

Nadia: Because that’s what you do. 

 

Alex: She’s just going to rip it off. 

 

Nadia: Wrap the present. 

 

Alex: She could tell what it is already.  

 

Another message comes through. Alex smiles and laughs. And begins to respond. 

 

Nadia: Are you seriously asking me why you wrap presents? Alex! Get off the phone. 

I am not having sex with you again if you don’t turn the phone off! 

 

Alex: I don’t understand. 

 

Nadia: You just want me to do it. 

 

Alex: We don’t have time. 

 

Nadia: If you turned your phone off you might find some time! What’s wrong with 

you? 

 

Alex: Nothing. We don’t have time.  

 

Another SMS comes through. 

 

Nadia:  Give it. 

 

She holds out her hand for the phone.  

 

Alex: No. 

 

Nadia: Give it! 

 

Alex: No, it’s my phone. 

 

Nadia: She’s my best friend. 

 

Alex makes a big gesture of turning off the phone and puts it on the bedside table. 

 

Alex: If you bought the present and the paper, why didn’t you wrap it? 
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The phone vibrates. Nadia and Alex lock eyes. 

 

Nadia: That’s not off. 

 

Alex: You can’t hear it. 

 

Nadia: That’s not off! 

 

They both lunge for the phone, they wrestle and Nadia gets the phone. She picks up 

the phone and presses a button to call the last SMS number. She puts the phone to her 

ear. 

 

Alex: Stop! 

 

Nadia: No. 

 

Alex: Hang up! 

 

Nadia: (she pauses and stares at the phone) Who’s this? 

 

Nadia hangs up. She breaks the hold Alex has on her and moves away from him. She 

looks at the screen of the. 

 

Alex: What? 

 

Nadia: Who was that? 

 

Alex: I don’t know what did you press? 

 

Nadia: I thought it was Alli.  

 

Alex: Give me a look. 

 

Nadia looks at the phone. 

 

Nadia: Is Nelly short for Janelle? 

 

Alex: We’re going to be late. 

 

Nadia: Weren’t you texting Alli? 

 

Alex: I was. 

 

Nadia: Are you in touch with Janelle. When did you get in touch with her?  

 

Alex: Give me my phone. It’s my phone. 

 

Nadia: Why are you behaving so guiltily? 
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Alex: It’s nothing. 

 

Nadia: When did you get in touch with her? 

 

Alex: I’m sorry. 

 

Nadia: Why? 

 

Alex: Sorry Nadia.  

 

Nadia: What is it? Why are you sorry? What, are you having an affair? 

 

Alex: No, of course not. 

 

Nadia: Are you? 

 

Alex: Don’t be stupid. 

 

Nadia: Don’t call me stupid. 

 

Alex: I don’t mean your stupid. 

 

Nadia: Why is it so important to speak to your ex-girlfriend on the weekend we are 

away together alone for the first time in…8 years? 

 

Alex: Give me my phone! 

 

Nadia: Why are you behaving so secretively? 

 

Alex: What are you grilling me for? 

 

Nadia: I am absolutely stunned and confused as to why you are on the phone to your 

ex-girlfriend. And why you are avoiding answering my questions. 

 

Alex: Maybe this is why. 

 

Nadia: What’s this? 

 

Alex: This over-reaction.  

 

Nadia: This is not an over reaction. 

 

Alex: I am not going to do this now. We are so late already. It’s absolutely nothing. 

You are completely over-reacting. I will explain later. 

 

Nadia: We are going to do this know! 

 

Alex: If you don’t walk out the door with me this instant I am going to go home and 

you can do the rest of this weekend by yourself. 
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Alex completes the wrapping of the present badly and marches to the exit. Reluctantly 

Nadia follows him. Lights down. 

 

Scene 4.  

 

Nadia enters  the room, throws her belongings down on the bed.They are both drunk. 

Alex follows and does the same. 

 

Nadia: Ok. Let’s do this. 

 

Alex: What? 

 

Nadia: Give me your phone. 

 

Alex: No! 

 

Nadia: Alex I have waited three hours to have this conversation. Give me the phone. 

 

Alex: What do you want to know? 

 

Nadia: I just want to look at the phone. Alex, the longer this goes on the more 

incriminating it is. 

 

Alex: Incriminating? 

 

Nadia: Just give me the phone. 

 

Nadia snatches the phone from Alex. 

 

Nadia: So if I look at this, what am I going to find? 

 

Alex: You don’t have to look at it. I will tell you anything you want to know. 

 

Nadia stares hard at Alex and then she looks at the phone. 

 

Nadia: So you spoke with Janelle yesterday at 4.43pm? That would have been on your 

way home from work. What for? Why did you call her? 

 

Alex: I was returning her call. 

 

Nadia: Text message...(reading) ‘Hope you get some action stud x’. ‘If we ever stop 

arguing A’. ‘Just do what she says and you will score. Maybe you need some spice?’ 

So, you’re not sleeping with your ex girlfriend she’s just offering you tips on how to 

get your wife into bed? 

 

Alex: No. 

 

Nadia: It’s on your phone. Or are you planning to ‘score’ with someone else this 

weekend? 
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Alex: I’m not talking to her. We text occasionally. 

 

Nadia scrolls though the phone. 

 

Nadia: Since when? What’s that? 

 

Nadia holds the screen up then looks at the screen. Nadia touches the screen. Audio 

of a porno plays from on the screen of the phone. Nadia drops the phone and takes a 

step back away from Alex. 

 

Nadia: Do not tell me this is nothing! 

 

Alex: What? 

 

Nadia: Do you want me to spell out how very wrong this situation is? 

 

Alex: You don’t know what you’re talking about. 

 

Nadia: So tell me. What is it? What is this? 

 

Alex: Nadia. You don’t need to get so upset. 

 

Nadia: Don’t tell me how to react! 

 

Alex: Calm down. 

 

Nadia: What is going on. Why is Janelle sending you porn? How often are you talking 

to her? 

 

Alex: Not very often. 

 

Nadia: Liar! If you’re familiar enough to be txting and for her to be sending you porn. 

Who dose she think she is? How do you think this makes me feel about myself? 

 

Alex: You’re unbelievable. 

 

Nadia: You’re unbelievable! Is that why you bought me the underwear? So I could be 

your fantasy? What does it mean that you are so intimate with her? I didn’t even 

know you were in touch with her.  

 

Alex: Look at you. You’re so sorry for yourself. What does it matter that it’s her or 

Ross. 

 

Nadia: I hate you, you’re an idiot. 

 

Alex: And you’re crazy. 

 

Nadia: Don’t tell me I’m crazy. You’re crazy. You’re trying to make this so small, 

and its not. Take some responsibility. 
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Alex: You want to know why I bought the lingerie?  Because I thought you might like 

it. 

 

Nadia: I would buy it for myself if I liked that kind of shit. 

 

Alex: That’s clear. 

 

Nadia: I can’t speak to you if you’re going to pretend there’s nothing wrong with this? 

You’re sick. We’ve got kids. How can you watch that shit and have a daughter. What 

if our daughter was in that movie? 

 

Alex: How dare you. 

 

Nadia: What have you turned into?  

 

Alex: Its fantasy! 

 

Nadia: What? Did you and your friend Janelle cook this up for your dirty weekend 

away? 

 

Alex: She thought it might help. 

 

Nadia: I have had enough, we are going to call Alli and tell her we are going home. I 

can’t stand beside someone at a wedding, when this is going on. 

 

Alex: We are not going home. We are doing this here and now. 

 

Nadia: I can’t celebrate a wedding. 

 

Alex: Can’t or wont? 

 

Nadia: Wont! 

 

Alex: Here we are again! You can go home. Fuck off. I’m staying. 

 

Nadia: I will not go, and let you stay here and go to the wedding without me. 

 

Alex: Make up your mind. You drive my crazy Nadia. It’s all about you! You are the 

most self-involved narcissistic woman I have ever met. It’s all about you… your best 

friends wedding, is not all about you! 

 

Nadia: Fine, you stay. 

 

Alex: I intend to. 

 

Nadia, caught, storms out of the room, then re-enters all guns blazing. 

 

Nadia: How often are you watching porn Alex? 

 

Alex: Why? So you can make it all about you Nadia? This is none of your business. 
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Nadia: Its all my business, I’m your wife. 

 

Alex: Why would you even care? This is just another opportunity for you to be 

controlling. 

 

Nadia: Because it comes between us Alex.  

 

Alex: It doesn’t have come between us? 

 

Nadia: Don’t you feel bad? 

 

Alex: No. I am not doing anything wrong with Janelle. I am not sleeping with her. 

She sent it to me. 

 

Nadia: Why do you need to look at porn?  

 

Alex: Because its available.  

 

Nadia: How often do you do it? 

 

Alex: I don’t know. 

 

Nadia: Tell me or I will leave. 

 

Alex: Stop threatening me Nadia.  Stay or go.  

 

Nadia: Can you tell me how often you need to look at this? 

 

Alex: Once a month. 

 

Nadia: Bullshit! 

 

Alex: Why? 

 

Nadia: Shall I look?   

 

Alex: Don’t put yourself through it. 

 

Nadia: I am not putting myself through anything, Alex. You are. 

 

Alex: Maybe I shouldn’t have told you. 

 

Nadia: You didn’t. I found your phone. 

 

She looks at the phone. 

 

Nadia: I am going to my best friend’s wedding tomorrow and you’re not invited. 
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Alex: You can’t un-invite me or threaten to leave every time you hear something that 

you don’t like. 

 

Nadia: I don’t. 

 

Alex: This is it Nadia. This is us. You are constantly at me. ‘Turn off the phone, pay 

me attention’. The minute I do turn off the phone and focus on you, you can’t stand it. 

You do everything in your power to avoid me. Every time I tell you something, you 

threaten to leave, or at least uninvited me to the wedding. I offered you money to be 

with me because I genuinely don’t feel like you find me attractive at all anymore. You 

have never told me you don’t like being naked. How do you think that makes me feel?  

I need a fantasy life. You’re always doing something else. If it’s not the kids then 

you’re tired or it doesn’t feel right. The setting’s not right, it’s not the right tea, or 

bread or pillow. I don’t get that with this. With this I do feel my sexuality. Yes I do 

look at it and it makes me feel alive and sexual and manly, and then its over and I feel 

sad and lonely and that makes me feel sick. You don’t seem to want us anymore. 

 

Nadia: I do though. But I don’t know how to find us.  

 

Lights go down. 

 

Scene 5. 

Light fade up and we find Nadia up. Alex is in bed. She has a bag packed and she is 

on the phone. Alex pretends he can’t hear her. 

 

Nadia: (on the phone) I would like another room. No, he will be staying on in the 

room.  Everything is fine with the room I just need another room. Thankyou. 

 

Alex: How are you feeling? 

 

Nadia: Better. 

 

Alex: Could you turn off the light please? 

 

She doesn’t speak to him and continues about her business. 

 

Alex gets up and turns out the light and puts on the bedside lamp. Nadia walks to the 

switch and puts the overhead light on. She begins to get ready to go out. 

 

Alex: Where are you going? Are you going home? 

 

Nadia: No Alex, I am the Matron of Honour at a wedding in the morning. I’m 

changing rooms. 

 

Alex: Don’t go to another room Nadia.  

 

Nadia: Why, are you afraid people might think our enviable stable relationship is 

bullshit? 
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Alex: I think the fact that we’ve just spent all afternoon at a party and you didn’t once 

refer to me as your husband, is just as telling as changing rooms. 

 

Nadia: I am going to change rooms and if you want to see me you can pick me up for 

a date latter. 

 

Alex: I want to talk about this, but I don’t want to be attacked. 

 

Nadia: Say something then. 

 

Alex: You’re  aggressive. 

 

Nadia: I’m angry. 

 

Alex: This is why I can’t talk to you.  

 

Nadia: This is what it looks like when someone is upset. I am upset. 

 

Alex: And I hate it. 

 

Nadia: I am entitled to my response. 

 

Alex: Well I don’t feel like I can talk to you when you are angry.  

 

Nadia: So you’re saying you can’t be honest with me because I might get upset? So 

you lie. But would you tell me, if I didn’t get upset? 

 

Nadia moves toward the exit. 

 

Alex: Yes. 

 

Nadia: How long? 

 

Alex: No Nadia. 

 

Nadia: Its ok Alex, I want to know.  

 

Alex: On and off for as long as I can remember. 

 

Nadia: What? 

 

Alex: I can’t share this if you judge me. 

 

Nadia: Ok, I will listen. 

 

Alex: Sometimes I do it a lot. Other times hardly ever. 

 

Nadia: What does that mean? Do you want that kind of sex? How can I compete with 

that?  
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Alex: I don’t know what it means. I don’t want you to be that. 

 

Nadia: I don’t know where this leaves us.  

 

Alex: I’m sorry? 

 

Nadia: Do you want me to say that’s ok? I can’t say that. 

 

Alex: Maybe. 

 

Nadia: What are you sorry for? So has there been any occasion where you thought 

you might tell me ? What is it?  

 

Alex: Its nothing. 

 

Nadia: If it’s nothing why couldn’t you tell me?  

 

Alex: I didn’t want to hurt you. 

 

Nadia: Crap. 

 

Alex: No! 

 

Nadia: How am I going to sort this out by myself? 

 

Alex: Sort it out with me. 

 

Nadia: I must look like such an idiot. 

 

Alex: Do you ever fantasize about anyone else but me? 

 

Nadia: No. I don’t let myself think about it. I haven’t had time. I’ve been housing and 

feeding children for so long I don’t even remember that part of myself. A man came 

into work recently and he looked at me… really looked at me and I felt shocked. I 

don’t see you look at me like that anymore, as though you want me. As though you’re 

interested in me. I feel like you think ‘this is the person I married and these are the 

things that are missing’. I don’t see that you want to be with me. And now I reckon I 

know why. 

 

Alex: I do want to be with you. 

 

Nadia: Most of the time I feel like you would rather be on the phone. I’m right here 

and you’re on the phone. 

 

Alex: You have not wanted to be affectionate years. 

 

Nadia: Being pregnant is not sexy. 

 

Alex: So what am I left with? 
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Nadia: Maybe you should take a lover. 

 

Alex: Are you equating this to an affair? 

 

Nadia: You have a private life that doesn’t include me.  

 

Alex: I don’t even know what your so upset about. Is it Janelle or the porn? 

 

Nadia: Its both. I just feel so left out. 

 

Alex: I don’t want us to be over. 

 

Nadia: I think its crazy to think that two people should be together for the rest of their 

lives. 

 

Alex: Are you calling my bluff? 

 

Nadia: No I am trying to think of a solution. 

 

Alex: The solution is me not doing it anymore. 

 

Nadia: Clearly that doesn’t work. I think we should keep our options open. 

 

Alex: We should have an open marriage? 

 

Nadia: Your words. 

 

Alex: You’re scaring me. 

 

Nadia: Why, because I’m not falling apart? I can handle the truth. 

 

Alex: I don’t want an open marriage. 

 

Nadia: You don’t want me to be with other people? 

 

Alex: What are you proposing? 

 

Nadia: Maybe we could explore this together.  

 

Alex: NO.  

 

Nadia: Why? 

 

Alex: What are the rules? 

 

Nadia: There are none.  

 

Alex: I need rules Nadia. 

 

Nadia: What, so you can break them. I’m going to go now. 
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Alex: Don’t go to another room. 

 

Nadia: I’m going to change rooms.  

 

Lights go down. 

 

Scene . 

 

It is very early morning. Nadia walks in quietly. She puts on the bedside light. She sits 

beside the bed staring at Alex. She waits till Alex wakes up. Alex wakes up and stares 

at Nadia, she stares back. 

 

Alex: Hello. Did you just get in? 

 

Nadia: I have to talk to you. 

 

Alex: What time is it? 

 

Nadia: Does it matter? 

 

Alex: What is it? What’s wrong? 

 

Nadia: I’ve lost myself. I’m so lost. I don’t remember what I’m doing all this for. I 

feel like there is no point to anything. 

 

Alex: Are you talking about us? 

 

Nadia: I am talking about everything. What is the purpose of anything? 

 

Alex: Are you asking me? 

 

Nadia: Tell me why you get up in the morning? 

 

Alex: Because of you and the kids, I suppose. 

 

Nadia: But why? I don’t understand. What makes you get up? Do you enjoy life? 

 

Alex: Yes, bits of it. 

 

Nadia: Which bits? 

 

Alex: Aspects of my job and home and the kids. I like doing a job where I feel 

satisfied. 

 

Nadia: Me? 

 

Alex: Absolutely you. 

 

Nadia: I want you to read my speech. 
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Alex: Now? 

 

Nadia: Yes please. 

 

Alex: 

 

Marriage means nothing. It’s a word. 

 A wedding means nothing unless the couple are willing to give each other the truth. 

The things that tare you apart are the things that could also bring you closer. You may 

think when you start out that you are special. With that special love you can avoid all 

the pathetic, humiliating, shameful, embarrassing, problems that others experience. 

The imperfect perfection of honesty is greater than any ideal you might aspire to. We 

can handle the truth, it’s the lieas that leave us no choices. 

 

Thank-you. 

 

Nadia: I slept with Nathon. 

 

Alex: What! 

 

Nadia: Allis younger brother. I slept with him. 

 

Lights go down. Music. 

 

Scene 7. 

 

Lights come up. Nadia is laying still across the bed. Alex is packing. 

 

Nadia: Please say something. 

 

Alex: What was it like ? Was it good?  

 

Nadia: Yes. 

 

Alex: Better than me? 

 

Nadia: Different. 

 

Alex: Better? 

 

Nadia: Don’t. 

 

Alex: You a bitch. 

 

Nadia: Am I? 

 

Alex: No. I wish you were. Then I could hate you. 

 

Nadia: You don’t hate me? 
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Alex: I am so angry with you I could hit you. I want to hit you. But I don’t hate you. 

 

Nadia: Would that make you feel better, to hit me? 

 

Alex: NO, I don’t think it would. You’re the woman I love. You’re the woman I 

desire. 

 

Nadia: I feel it. I feel that in my body. I feel you Alex, and I feel myself back. 

 

Alex: Here you are. I can see and feel everything I love about you in this moment. I 

don’t know what to do. I don’t know what to say or how to behave. 

 

Nadia: If you did know, what would you do. 

 

Lights snap to blackout. Music. 

 

THE END 


